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At the commencement of this Government, our
population amounted to about four millions It
has now reached upwards of twenty millions.
Our territory was limited chiefly ami principally
to that bordering upon the Atlantic ocean, und
thai which includes the southern shores of the
interior lakes of our country.
Our Territory now extends from the northernprovinces of Great Britain to the Rio

Grande and the Gull of Mexico, from the Atlanticocean 011 the one side to the Pacific on the
other.the largest extent of territory under me
Government existing upon earth, with only two
solitary exceptions. Our tonnage, from being
nothing, baa arisen to a magnitude and amount to
rival that of the nation which has been proudlycalled tut mistress of the oc- an. We have gone
through m^ny Wars; one with that very nation
from whom, in 1778, we broke iff. hs weak and
feeble colonies, woeu we asserted our indepen-dem* as a men.her of the lamily of nations. Ami.
sir, we came out of that struggle.unequal as it
was, armed aa she w.ts at all points in consequenceof the long struggles of Europe, and unarmed as
we are at all points, iu consequence of the
habits and nature of our country eud its institutions.-wecame out of that war without the
loss of any honor whatever ; we emerged from it
gloriously. In everv Indian war.we have been
engaged in m w.j ot them.our arms have been
triumphant. And without sp< akimr at all as to
the causts of the recent \v >r with Mexico, whetherthey were right or wroug, and abstainingfmm the expression of any opinion a« to the
justice or propriety of the war when it commenced,all rhust unite in respect to the gal
lantry of our arms and the glory of our triumphs.There is no pug«-.there are no pages of
history which record more brilliant bucctssts
With reepect to the cue in command of an importantportion of our army, I need say nothing in

* praise of hint who has been boine by the voice of
his country to tbe highest station in it, toainly ou
account of his glotious military career. Hut of
another military commander, lefts fortunate in other
respects, 1 must t«k the opportunity of saying
that for skill.for science.for strategy.for bold
and daring fighting.for chivalry ot individual*
and masses, that portion of the Mexican war which
was Conduced by tbe gallant Scott, as < hief commander,stands unrivalled either by the deeds of
Cortes himself or by those of any other commanderin ancient or modern times.
Now, sir, let me go a little into detail as to the

sw*y in the counsels of the nation, whether of the
North or the South, during the sixty years of
unparalleled prosperity that we enjoy. During
the first twelve years of thie administration of the
Government, Northern counsels rtther prevailed; and out of that sprung the Hank of the UnitedStates; the assumption of the State debts;
bounties to the fisheries, protection to the domesticmanufactures.I allude to the >.cf ot
neutrality in the wars with Europe; Jay's treaty;
alien and sedition law.-; tkey/o/.w War with France.
I do not say, sir, tl at those leadingund prominent
measures which were adopted during the administrationof Washington and the elder Adams

* were carriui..allusively by Noithcrn counsels
I U*'J Ct'UIU IJUI u;i*c »" ii, I»ui ncic vuiicvi uibiu*

]y by (be »w*y w».icl/.N'V,Vr*i eounaei: b.x.1 cJ;
trtined iu tiit' affairs of the country.

S.», sir with the latter party, for the last titty
years, 1 do not mean to say that Southern counsel*alone have carried the measures which I unt

about to enumerate. I know they could not exclusivslyhave carried them ; but 1 say they have
been carried by their preponderating influence,
with cooperation, it is true, and large cobperatiou.
in anme instance.-, from the Northern section of
the Union. Anil wh it are those measures during
the fitly years that Southern counsels have preponderated ? The embargo and other commercial
restrictions of non-intercourse and non-iiupnrtationj warwi'h Great Britain; the Dank of the
United Suites overthrown ; protection to domestic
manufacture enlarged r.nd extended , (1 aliude to
the passage of the act of 1615 or lblC;) the Hank
of the United S'attsrtbitablished the same Bank
put down; (retstxblised by Southeru counsels and
put down t>y Southern counsels;) Louisiana aequired; Florida bought ; Texas annexed ; war
with Mexico; California and other Territories
acquired from Mexico by conquest and purchase;
protection Htipersedc-d and ftee tr.de established ;
Indians removed west of the Missouri ; fifteen
new StHtes adinittid into the Union. 1 may very
possibly have omitted some of the important measureswhich have been adopted during the latter
period or time to wb ch I have referred.the last
fifty years but these I believe are the most prominent.
Now, sir, 1 do not deduce front the enumeration

of the acts of the one side or the other any just
oause of reproach to the one side or the other, althoughone side or the ether has predominated in
the two parties to which I have referred. It has
been at last the work of both, and inith.r need
justly reproach the other; but 1 must say in all
candor and sincerity that laat of all ought the
South to reproach the North, when we look at the
long list of measures we have had under our sway
in the councils of the nation, and which have bci n

adopti d as the policy of the Government, when we

refleot that even opposite doctrines have hem
proiniupntly advanced by the South and carriul
A Bank of the United States was established underthe Administration of Mr. Madisou. with the
cobperation of the South. 1 do not, when 1 speak
of the South or North, speak of the unite South
or North.I speak of tho prominent and larger
proportions of the South or North. It was duringMr Madison's Administration that the Bank
of the Unit d States was established. My friend
[Mr. Calhoun] whose sickness I again deplote, as

it prevents us from having his attendance here
upon this occasion, was the chairman of the committeeof the llousc of Representatives, and carriedthe measure through Congress. I voted for
it with all my heart, although I had been iustru
mental in putting down the old Bank of the UnitedStates. 1 had eh mged my mind and I cooperatedin the establishment of the Bank of 1S16.
That fimr Bunk was again put down by Southern
counsels, with General Jackson at their head, at
u later period. Then, with respect to the policy
of protection ; the South, in IMo.1 mum the
prominent and leading men of the South, Low mica,
Calhoun, and otbcra.united in extending a certainmeasure of protection to the domestic matiufictureaof the South, as well as of the North
You find, a lew years aftei wards, that the South
opposes the most serious objection to this policy,
and at least ore moaihcr of the Union staking
upon thut objection t he dissolution of the Union.
Now, sir, let us take another view and of these

several views no one is brought forward in any
spirit of reproach, but in a epii it of conciii ttion.
not to provoke or »xasperate, but to quiet uml
produce harmony and repose, if possible. What
have been the teriitoriil acquisitions made by
this ooun'ry, and to what interests have they conduced? Florida, where slavery exists, has been
Introduced. All the most valuable parts of Louisianahave also added to the extent and considerationof the si.tvi holding portion of the Union;
for although there is a 1 .rge extent of that territorynorth of 30° 30'. yet, in poiut of intrinsic
value and import tnc , I would not give the single
S'ate of Louisi.iua lor the whole of it. All Louisl>n«, with the exception of what lies uortb of
36® 30', including Oregon, to w hich we have obtainedtitle mainly upon the ground of its being
a part of the acquisition ot Louisiana.all T xas,
nil the Territories which have been acquired by
the Government of the United States during sixtyyears of the operatiou of that Government,
have been slave Territories.theatres of slavery.
With the exception I have mentioned lying north
of the line ol 30° 30'. lJut how w <h it in the case

of a vir made essentially by the South, growing
out of the annexation of Texas, which was a no enurepressed hy the South npou thecnuucils of the
countiy, and which led to the war with Mexico ?
1 do not say ol the whole South; but a major portionoftlieScuib pre.-sed the annexation ot Trias
upon the country, and that led to a war with
Mexico, and to the ultimate acquisition of these
Territories, which now coiiMiiuie me none 01

coiiimill n between the mend era of the CuntcdcTncy.Ah now. when, for the first time any free
territory.utter ttnse /trout acquisitions, in Florid*,Louiii.m i, and Texas, had been nmle and redoundedio tue b.nefit of the South.now, when,
for the fir-i time, free territories are irttempted
to be introduced.Territories without the institutiouof slavery. I put it to the hearts of my
countrymen of the South, if it in right to press
matters to the disastrous consequences that have
been intimated no longer ago than thievery morning,upon the presentation of the resolution from
North Carotins

Well, ait, the first question which naturally
srirea is, supposing the Union to he dissolved.
having all the oauses of grievance which are complainedof.how fur will a dissolution furnish a

remedy for those grievances? if the Uuiou is to

be dissolved for uuy existing causes, it will be

dissolved because slavery is interdicted or not al-
lowed to be introduced into the ceded Territories
because slavery is threatened to be abolished in
the Dirtriot of Columbia, nud because fugitive
slaves ore not returned, as in my opinion they
ought to be restored to their masters. These I
believe will he tho causes, if there be any causes

which can lead to the direful event to which I
havs referred.
W« 11, now, sir, let us suppose that the Uuion

has been dissolved What remedy docs it furnish
for the grievances complained of in its united
condition ? W ill you be side to push slavery into
the oeded Territoriis? How are you to do it,
supposing the North.all the States north of the
Potomac, and which are opposed to it.in possessionof the navy and army of the United States?
Cau you exptct, if there is a dissolution of the
Union, that you cau carry slavery into California

TH]
and N» .f Mexico? You cannot dream of such n

parffae If it were abolished in ihe District of
Columbia, and the Union van dissolved, would
the dissolution of the Union restore si «very in
the District of Columbia? Are you safer in the
recovery of your fugitive slaves in a state of dissolution,of severance uf the Uuion. than you arc
in the t nion itself ' Why, sir. what is the state
of the fact in the Union ? You lose sotw slaves
You recover some others. Let me advert to a fact
which I ought to have introduced before, because
it is highly creditable to the courts and juries of
the free States. In every case, so far as my informationextends, where an appeal has been
made to the courts of justice for the recovery of
fugitives or for the recovery of penalties inflictedupon persona who have assisted in decoyingslaves from their masters, and aiding them
in esoaping front their masters.ns far as I am

informed, the courts have asserted the rights
oftheowuer, and the juries have promptly returnedadequate verdicts in favor of the owner.
Well, pir, this is sotn" remedy. Wfhat would you
have if the Union wi re dbsevend? Why, sir,
then the sev red parts would be independent of
each other.foreign countries. Slaves taken from
the one into the other would be then like slaves
now escaping from the United Stati s into Canada.
l'here would he no right of extradition.no right
to demand tour slaves.no right to Appeal to the
courts of justice to dt inand your staves which escape,or the jienalties for dtcoying them Where
one escape* now by running away from his owner,hundreds and thous inds would escape if the
Ufiiou were severed in parts.I care not where
nor how you run the line, if independent sovereigntieswere establish**!.
Well, sir. finally, will you in a state of dissolutionof the Union he s*f<r with your slaves withinthe bosom of the 8tat>s than you are uow ?

Mr. President, that they will escape much more

frequently from the border States, no one will
doubt.

But, sir, 1 must take the occision to say that
in tny opinion, there is no right on the part of
one or no re of 'he States to sec«de from the
Union. War and the dissolution ot the Union
are identical ami inseparable There can he no

dissoluti< n of the Uni< n, except by consent or by
war. No one can expect, in the existing state of
things, that that consent would he given, and war
is the only alternative by which a dissolution
could he accomplished. And, Mr. President, if
consent were given.if possibly we were to separateby mutual agreement and by a given time, in
le^s thati six'y d ijs after such an agreement had
be<-n executed w>r would break out between the
free and sla veholding portions of this Union.betweenthe two independent portions iuto which it
would be er* cful by virtue of the act of separationYes, sir, sixty days.in le.-s than sixty
days, I hi lieve. our slaves from Kentucky would
he fiia ing over in numbers to the oilier side of the
river would lie pursued by their owners, and the
excitable and srd»nt rj frits who would engage in
the pursuit would be restrained by no sense of
the riglns which appertain to the independence of
the other side f th*' river, supposing it, then, to
be the line of separation They would pursue
their slaves; they would be rtpelled; and war
would break out. '.! ».» than sixty days, war
would be bin7 qir f< rth in ep»rv uart of now

happy and peaceable land.
Bat how are you going to separate tbem ? in

tny humble opinion, Mr. Prefident, we should beginat least with three Confederacies.the Confederacyof the North, the Confederacy of the At-
birittc Southern .States, (the blaveholdmg States.)
Mini the Confederacy of the valley of the Missisaip|t My lift-upon it, tor, that vast population
that has already concentrated, and will concentrate,upon the he»d waters and tributaries of the
Mississippi. w ill never consent that the mouth ot
that river Mo.11 bo held subject to the power of
any foreign State whatever. Such, I believe,
would he the c-ii. cfpienccs of a dissolution of the
Union But other Confederacies would spring
up from time to time, as sedition nnd discontent
were diss< niinat< d over the country. There
would he the Uonfediracy of the L ike,s.perhaps
the Confederacy of New England and the Middle
States.

But, sir the veil which covers these sad and
disastrous events that lie beyond a possible ruptureof this I is too thick to be penetrated
or lifted by any mortal eje or band.
Mr President, 1 am directly opposed to any

purpose of secession, of sep irat on. I tun for stayingwithin ilie Union, and defying any portion of
this Union to expel me or drive me out of the
Union. I am for staying within this Union, and
fighting for my rights.if necessary, with the
sword.within the hounds and under the safe-
guard of the Union I am for vindicating these
rights, but not by being driven out of the Union
rashly snd unceremoniously by any portion of
this Confed" racy. 1 lore 1 am within it, and here
1 mean to stand and die ; us far as my individual
purposes or wishes can go.within it 'o protect
myself, and to defy nil power upon earth to expel
me, or drive me from the situation in which I aiu

placed Will there not tie more safety in fighting
within the Union than without it?

fcjnppf.se your rights to tie violated ; suppose
wrongs to tie done you. aggressions to tie perpetratedupon you cannot you better fight and \indicatethem, if you have occasion to resort to that
last necessity of the sword. within the Union, and
with the sympathies of .a 1 irgej ortion of the populationof the Union of these States differently
constituted from you. than you can fight and vindicateyour rights, exp' lied from the Union, and
driven from it without ceremony and without authority?

I said that I tl,ought that there was no right on
the pait i f one or more of the States to secede
from tlds Union. I think sir, that the Constitution
of the thirteen States was nude, not merely for the
generation which th»n existed, hut for posterity,
undefined, unlimited.for their posterity, and for
every subsequent State which might come into
the Union,'binding themselves by that indissolublebond. It is to remain for that posterity now
and forever. I.ike another of the great telations
of private life, it was a tnatriage that, no human
authority can dissolve or divorce the parties from;
and. if I may be alloWid to refer to this same examplein private life, let us say what man and
wife say to each other, We have mutual faults ,

nothing in the form of human beings can be perfectLet us then lie kind to each other, forbearing,conceding; lot us live in happiness and
peace.
Mr President, I have said what I solemnly believe.thatthe dissolution of the Union and war

are identical and inseparable ; that the^are convertibleterms
Such a war, too. as that would be, following the

dissolution of the Union! Sir, we nmy search
the pages of history, and none so furious, so

bloody. «o imp! cable, exterminating, front the
war* ot (Jreece dow n, including thoseof the Com

mnwealthof Kngland, and the revolution of
France -none, none of them raged with such violence,or w is ever conducted with such bloodshed
and not mities, ns will that w tr which shall followthat disastrous eveut -if that event evi r happens.ofdissolution.
Ami what would be its termination f Standing

armies and navies, to an extent draining the revenuesof each portion of the dissevered empire.
W"»iM « ?»'Mt*.1 mterminating vrnrs would follow.not i» war of t wo or three years, but of interminablediir.ition.mo exterminating w ir would
follow, until dome lMii!it> or Alrxtinler, some

("wo»r or Napoleon, would rise to cut the (Jnrdian
knot, and solve the problem of the capacity of mnn
for self-gov« rnmont. and cru-h the liberties of
both the dissevered portions of this Union. Csn
you doubt if? Look at history.consult the
pages of nil history, ancient or modern look at
human nature.look at the character of the contst in which you would be engaged in the suppositionof a wur follow.ng the dissolution of the
Union, such as I have suggested.and I ask you
if it is possible for you to >fouht th it the 1^*1 hut
perhaps distant termination of the wholJ^ill be
some despot treading down the liberties of the
people?.that the final result will be the extinctionof t his last and glori us light, which is leading
all mankind, who nre gazing upon if, to cherish
hope ant anxious expectation that the lihertv
which prevails lure, will sooner or liter be advancedthr oii'hout the civilised world ? Can yon,
Mr President, lightly contemplate the oonsequencc-s?C-n you yield yourself to a torrent of
P'Ssion, amidst d ingots which I have depicted in
colors fir short of what would he the reality, if
the event should ever happen? 1 implore gentlemen.I adjure tin in. from the South or the North,
hy all they hold dear in this world.hy all
their love of liberty.hy all their veneration
for their ancestors.by all their regard for
posterity.hy all their gratitude to Him
who has bestowed upon them such unnumbered
blessings.hv all the duties which they owe to
mankind, nnd all the du les they owe to themselve.hy all these considerations I implore them
to pause.solemnly to pause at the edge of the
||»V iivl'tTr * «** I in I Mil una imphsi ri»iB i«-»f i«

t'lken in the yawning abyss helow, from which
none who t ike it will ever return in safety.

Ami. tiuiUy. Mr President. I implore, as the
test hi err in (I which lieuv-n cuu bestow upon me

upon eirth, th it if the direful ami sad event of
the dissolution or the 1 nion shall happen. I may
not survive to h. I. Id the sad ami heart rending
spectacle.
On motion by Mr Houston,
The Senate then adjourned.

IMlflU
The Legislature of Indiana has again instructedits Senators and Representatives on the Slaveryduestiou The following resolution was

passed hy it a few d«ys before its adjournment
Src 1. Be it nsolvtd iy lh< Utnerul Asstwhly o)

m m

E NATIONAL ERA, 1

Indiana, That our Senators in Congress he in'structed, and our Representatives requested, ao

to cist their rotes, and exert their influence, as

to hive engrafted upon any lxw that may be

passed for the orginization ot the territory recentlyacquired from Mexico, a provision forever
excluding froin such territory, Slavery and InvoluntaryServitude, otherwise than in the punishmentof crimen, whereof the party has been
duly convicted.

Sr.(. 'J. !> if furlhtr reiolrn/, That his Excel'lency the Governor he requested to forward to

each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress,copies of this joint resolution at his earliestconvenience.

THE NATIONAL ERA.
I I

WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY 14, 1830.

Til III, THIS VKIK.
We huve on hand and are receiving daily a

great variety of communications in prose and po-
etry, which it is utterly impossible for us to publish

at preseut. They are all carefully stored for
future use.

This week the speech of Mr. Clay and the Congressionalproceedings have left us little room for

anything else. Having wholly dissented from
Mr. CUy's plan of Compromise. it was nothing
but fair to give bis reasons in support of it. Mis

speech, too, contains many admissions important
to the advocates of Freedom, and many generous
sentiments Mis plan fails to s<cure the approbationof any considerable number of persons, in

any section. The leading Whig journals of the
free States, esjecinlly, are decided in their expressionsof disscut.
The Senate is just now more excitable tban the

Mouse. The reader will find much space devoted
to its proceedings, some of which are quite dramatic.Messrs. Male, ('base, and Seward bear
themselves gallantly.
The conduct of the Senate in relation to the

petition for the peaceable dissolution of the Union,will provoke rather a contemptuous feeling
in sober-minded people. Everybody knows that
the signers of such petitions are but few, and
have the least possible disposition to do barm to

any living thing; and yet grave Senators vex

themselves for three or four days with the questionLow to dispose of it, and at last, by way of
demonstrating their marvellous devotion to the
Union, unite in refusing to receive the obnoxious
paper. Common sense, if not a respect for the
right of j'C-tiiion, should have induced tlum to receiveit without question or debate. Hut, we

must presume that they are anxious to multiply
such petitions so that they n ay from time to time
have occasion to make sophomorical orations

the Uuion, eC. ^_r *
oi lCu«'n, the

heights of Hunker Hill, Revolutionary glories,
torches, firebrands, temples, altars, and conflagrations.to the great delight of Buncombe. Fudge '

" THE FRIEND (IF YOITII."
The Filend of Youth uow numbers about four

thousand subscribers It ought to have forty
thousand. The fourth number w<is mailed some

two weeks ago The following is the table of contents
OIIIGINAL.

H7/o is GoJi.Theodore Thoughtful
The Tiro T. S. Arthur.
A Leaf from the Book of Memory..Mrs S. W.

Jewett.
The Lost Child..W. J. Chapin
On the D>ath of a Trojrical Bird. Poem..Mrs.

S W. Clarke.
AcrosticcI Charade.. El fa
The Incredulous Child.Poem..C«. \V. Light
Little Pink.Poem.W. O Bourne.
The Blight Hour.Poem..A B.

(SELECTIONS.
A Temperance Pledge Two Hundred Years Old.
Grand Bam/vet to the Potato.
Danger of Early Drinking.
Cost of Intern}* ranee.

I arti'vs.
kuitohiai

Little Kminn.

l.ifps Changes.h Poem
Work I Work! Work'
Patience in Suffering.
My Son, Where art you Going
The (Pin-rovs Planter.
Tin Stag, or H'd iJur.
The Iiird of Paradise.
The price of the friend of V'mt'h in fifty cents n

year, or five copies for two dollars Buck num-

hers can still be supplied.

NOTICE TO THE PI BLIC.
Wii.liam W. Woodworth, tuimiitistlutot of WMnni

Womltrorlh, Imnscl, in nu» petitioning Conn rex* to extend
hi* Patent for n Planing Machine for Another long term.

All thn«e opposed to thin monopoly, and the Injnalii-e of the

ft EPf.'t TP. It EXTEKSI0X8 of that Putnit, are re

piei ted to for*ar.| their remonat ranee* again*t the »ame to

their r«M|>eetive Senators ami Kvpre*entative* In fongrexa,
without any delay. Feb. 14.3t

OR. FITCH, OP INDIAW.

We take pleasure in calling attention to the
card of I»r Fitch of Indiana, in this week's Kra.
A vote given in the House is a fact that goes on

record; but the 11plana/ion may never go with it.
Meantime, we rejoice to see that he is true on the

great ijuestiou.
>1U. WINTJIROP.

In stilting last week that Mr. Winthrop of
Massachusetts absented himself, after the commencementof the calling of the roll on Mr Hoots
resolution, till his name was passed, we may have
given ground for the inference that he did not do
the same thing on the resolution of Mr Giddings.
We have since learned, and it is hut fair to state

that, after the commencenif nt of the calling of the
roll on the lust-umitd resolution, he again absented

himself till his name was passed
We have no comments to add

NtNlFirrtRlMi PtBLIC OPMQN.
We have been told that the resolutions lately

passed in Oneida county, New York, by a union
meeting of Democrats, deprecating the agitation
of the aectioual questions, ike, were concocted in
Washington.
A meeting of Democrats in Northampton county,Pennsylvania, was held on the 21st ultimo,

at which resolutions in which the Wilmot Provisowas deuounced. and the Baltimore Platformin relation to slavery was reaffirmed, were

unanimously adopted. They were introduced by
the lion Richard Brodhead, a fist friend of slavery.w ho chanced to be iu Washington a short
time before this meeiing, where probably he receivedhis instructions. From that time to this.
Mr Kx-Secretary lluchiuui has been on hand, I
in the lobbies of Congress, being penetrated with
profound nntiety for the fate of the Union, and
superintending with benevolent solicitude the rot-

ing of the Pennsylvania members How many
letters from the grund councillors in Washington
are hourly passing to all pirts of the couutry,
urging similar demonstrations to thoae given in
Oneida county, New York and Northampton
county, Pennsylvania '

We forgot to notice a meeting of the same

stiipe, somewhere In Ohio, some time ago. at

which K«-Hepresent»tive Sawyer figured, in the

pas-age of resolutions of the genuine doughface
stamp lie probably was notified from Washingtonthat such a display would be of essential ser-

vice, as showing that Northern sentiment was

growing healthy again.
No sooner Is such a meeting held, than the (iding
are send to the Washington Union, in the columnsof a hich the report is conspicuously herald-

»d, ami members of t'ougress from the free .States
are admonished of the reviving spirit of compromiseamong their constituents!
We trust that the people of the free States will

be on the alert. Let them watch the demagogues
at home, and we will watch them here. Wher-
ever a meeting is called to miinu/ac'ui* Public
Opiuion, let (hem be ou baud to see that Public

4

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Opinion in r»yr>%ent>d If wily politicians get the
start of them, let them follow up their dcnio netrationwith another which ahull eifone the trick
Let the friends of freedom bestir themselves. Let

them g« up meetings all through the country, to

eiprr ss their opinions of the conduct of the fifty
Northern members who voted to lay the Wiimot
Proviso upon the table, or dodged the question.
No time is to be lost. Mr. Clay, too, is appealing
to the members from the free States, to abandon
the Wiimot Proviso. He tells them that circumstanceshave changed since they were elected ;

that, were their constituents here, they would uo

longer persist in urging the Proviso; and he talks

to them of the duty of risking something for the

I'nion, reminding them of Leonidas and Curtius !

We appeal to the People, too. Let them assemblein primary meeting*.let them say what they
think of giving up the ground of the Ordinance
of 17S7, and adopting that of the Cuss-Niuholsou
Letter. Let them say what they think of the

vote by whioh, for the first time since the commencementof the present struggle between Liberty
and Slavery, the Wiimot Proviso was laid

upon the table in the House, hitherto relied upon
iKo ««/unn,ril ,,f Prerdom ? Let them sav

whether their will, or that of General Taylor, is
to be the law of the representative. If Public
Sentiment be yet sound on the Uuesticn of HumanRights, let the People take care that it be
not mi-represented by those w ho, working in secrethere, are attempting to manufacture a spuriousPublic Sentiment at the North in favor of

base and ruinous compromises.

imni kklatim; to fugitives from
SERVICE OK LABOR.

No free State has passtd any laws to discharge
a fugitive from the service or 1 ibor he owes under
the laws of another State, or to prevent his recap-
ture or surrender. Anil this non-action is an mat

is required by the clause of the Constitution respectingfugitives, ns interpreted by the Supreme
Court. The provision imposes no active duty
upon the States.it simply forbids or nullifies

any legislation by the Statis which would attemptto discharge a fugitive from the service or

labor he owes under the laws of another State
No such legislation exists.consequently, no

State, as such, can be justly charged with a violationof this constitutional provision.
But it is urged that <he free States, although

forbidden to impede, are not forbidden to aid, the

reclamation of fugitives. Whatever the Supreme
Court might have intended, their decision went

the whole length of denying to the States power
to legislate upon fhe subject at nil, and of asserting

for Coogrces tit' power over it It < *

therefore, no just ground of complaint against
the States, that they decline any action in regard
to this provision of the Constitution
Congrsss has legislated to curry it iuto effect

Its legislation has been sanctioned by the votes of
members from the free States. The act. prescribing

the mode of arresting fugitives, defining the
tribunals before which they must be brought, and
determining the penalties for harboring them,
aiding them to escape, or hindering their recapture.has been in existence for more than half h

centary. Nor is it a deud letter. Within a

few years past, numerous fugitives have been arrested,and delivered up to clainisnts by the tribunalsprovided by it, and within a year, verdictshave been found by juries, in United States
Courts, against some three citizens of as many
free States, for violating the law and heavy penaltieshave been iutlicted
To bring up the subject then at this hour,

while the two sections of the country are urrayed
against each other on the Territorial Question ;
to denounce the North for not doing what it is
nit bound to do; to feign grievances that have
tin MvlatAnre to demand leirishition that is un-

necessary, and will not be granted by at least
one House in Congress, shown a determination
only to multiply the obstacles in the way of a

peaceful settlement of the great U,uestion ; to

goad the North by Hrrogaut demands, and inflame
the South by representing resistance to such demandsas an evidence of settled hostility to its
rights. The authors of such measures, while
professing peace, meditate war They would add
fuel to the tire alreidy kindled. Mourning over

the discord in crur National Councils, deploring
the growing irritation in the public mind, prelendiugto sick the perpetuity of the Union,
their constunt aim is, to bring into action conflictinginterests, to develop latent antagonisms,
to provoke gratuitous <iuirrels, to give prominenceto every question of difference between
North and South.

In this spirit, we believe, the present movementin relation to fugitives from service and
labor has originated

After all, whit is the intolerable grievance
which we are called upon to redress 1 It is estimated,says Mr Butler, that the loss sustained by
the South, every year, fro® the escape of slaves,
is not less than $150,000. On what this estimate
lit grounded, we know not. 1 he data are not given.norJo those ultra slavery in n ever present
the data on which they calculate their supposed
grievances.

Hut, let us admit the correctness of the estimate.The whole South loses, in escaping slaves.
<150,000.which, apportioned among the fifteen
slave States, is $10,000 for each ! This is a preciousreason for dissolving the Union, and plunginginto the untried horn rs of civil war! Kstimatingthe fugitives at $ I0() a piece, there are, on
the foregoing estimate, three hundred and sevnty-fiveslaves escaping from the South annually.
or twenty-five from each State. So, the Union,
with all its rich and sacred associations, with all
the good with which it is frieghted, is to he destroyed,and these States are to he arrayed ngainst
each other in deadly conflict, because the slave
States lose yearly some twenty-five slaves each !
Look ugain Are all these slaves enticed away

hy the free States I Nobody preteuds this. How
many of the citizens of those States have anything
to do with such escapes? Few know anything
about them. How many of these fugitives are

prompted alone by their own instincts, and dependfor success alone upon their own efforts?
Ooubtlessthe majority of them. Hut, for the acts
of the citizen, unknown and not sanctioned by the
State, the State is held responsible, for the acts

of a few philanthropic citizens, the great majority
of the citizens who know nothing about them are

held responsible; and for the escape of ull the
slaves, not only the Abolitionists, but all the citizens

of the free States, and not only these, hut
the States themselves are held responsible, when
in fact the great majority of fugitives make good
their escape without aDy other incitement than
their own instincts, or any other aid than their
own intelligence
Now, bow can laws be passed stringent enough

to remedy effectually thin alleged grievance?
Multiply your penalties, and you caunot diminish
the number of slaves escaping by their own efforts.forno penalties can tqual that which they
have always risked -a return to remediless bondage.Nor can you succeed bettor with those a ho
in free States are accustomed to aid rather than
hinder the fugitive. For, in the slave States and
in a majority of the free, the testimony of colored

persons, against white, is rejected.
Law has already done its best It has denied

the fugitive the benefits of the habou corpv.\ and

jury trial. It has provided for his arrest by the
most summary process, uud for his delivery with
the least possible delay. It has made the harboring.or aiding a fugitive, or interference between
him and his lawful claimant, criminal, Iteeides securingto the owner a right to prosecute for damagesAnd this law is in activa operation.

In consideration of all these facts, we repeat,
that the introduction of the subject at this time,
with the accompanying denunciations of had
faith of the North, and additional demands for
more effectual legislation, more vindictive penalties,is calculated, if not directly designed, to aggravatethe excitement, and interpose new dietariesin the way of the peaceful settlement of the
Territorial Uuestiou
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CALIFORNIA ASKS AMISSION.

.Messrs Wright and Gilbert, Representatives,
and Dr. Gwio. one of the Senators from California.are now in the city. The President will,
probably at an early moment send a message to

Congress, informing it of the organization of the
new State, and that her Senators and Representativenow await an ct which shall empower
them to take their s'wts as members of that body.
Of coarse, they will be admitted. The slavery

meu will resist, but they must yield on this point.
The case is too plain to admit of an argument.
Slave-Teiaa came in with an enormous boundary;
with a provision that new States might be organizedwithin her territory by her consent. Free
California, with a boundary of no greater extent,
must be admitted with a similar provision. The

attempt to mutilate its boundaries, so as to providefoothold for slavery ou the Pacific, will Cover

any man from the free States who may countenanceit with infamy.
From the following extract, which the Intelligencerquotes from the Washington Union, February4, 1&49, it would seem that the editors of

that paper are committed to the support of the
claims of the new States.

' The South denies that Congress has any jurisdictionover the subject of slavery, and contends
that the jteople of the Tenitorus alone, when tbey
fnitne a Constitution preparatory to admission
into the Union, have a right to speak and be heard
on that m ilter. This fact being settled, it really
setmi to us that this exciting quettion might he tpte.dUy
adjusted, if calm counsels prevail. The Sout'i
contends for her honor and for the great principlesof nonintervention and State equality. Why,
then, Cannot all unite and permit California to Cttvie
into the Union as soon as she can frame a constitution f
Then according to the doctrines which prevail on
both sides of Mason uud Dixon's line, she may
constitutionally esti^lish her domestic institutions
on any basis consiswnt with republican principles.
7 he South could lose nothing hy adoji>mg this course.

On the contrary, she would sate all for which she contends."
California has formed a constitution, and now,

we ask with the Union, why cannot all unite, and

jnrmil her to come in ?

Meantime, we wish to direct the attention of
the people to the mode in which the Doughfaces
of the North, if there be any on this question^
will work against the cause of Freedom. They
will not dare to oppose the admission of California,hut they will either aid the slavery men

in reducing the boundaries of the new State, so as

to admit slavery into the territory torn from its

jurisdiction or they will aid them to amend the
act for admitting it so as to provide for the formationof a new slave State within the territorial
limits of Texas; or they will be guilty of both
these acts, and then try«to excuse themselves to
tneir constituents, on t<i«. pltfa that tbvj v»uui
not secure the recognition of the State of Califor-
nia in any other way.
We hope such imposture will be exposed at

once. The free States have thirty-nine majority
in the House. They have an equality in the
Senate; and on this question, the Whigs of the
South in the House, if true to the policy of the
.Aiiniinistration. must advocate the admission of
California. In the Senate, the votes of the free
States, with those from Delaware. Kentucky,&c.,
must secure the passage of the bill there An effortmay be mude in the Senate to cut down the
boundaries, ami couple the new free State with a

new slave State, but let the House stand firm
Twice before has the other branch tried to compelit to yield on similar points, and twice has it.
failed. It has the same majority now that it had
on those occasions, and if it yield, the people
shall know whom to hold accountable

If the slavehiilillnir members adhere to their
0

doctrine of State rights; if they believe now, as

they believed a year ago, when their organ publishedthe editorial from which the foregoing is an

extract; if they are anxious rather to save their
honor, than to propagate slavery ; if they nre sincerelydesirous of getting rid of agitation, they
will raise no question about the admission of California,but unite with the Northern members in

giving a hearty welcome to the Senators and Rep[reeentatives from the first-born American State

upon the shores of the Pacific. To repel them, will
be haztrdoua.it will be to risk our entire Pacific
empire.for before Heaven, were we a Californian,the moment the intelligence should reach us

that the Congress of the lluitid States had refused
the application of our State for admission, thus

throwing it back into territorial anarchy, we

would strike for independence, boldly averring
in justification the self-evident truths of the
Declaration of 17"<i.

INTIMIDATION.
We have never known the system of intimida!*inn muluul tn cmplt nr» PYfrpmA in nnr N itinnul

Councils us at present. Every demand is a

threat.every speaker from (he South seems to
think himself called upon to crack his whip about
the ears of Northern members, who are treated
like inferiors, not equals. No matter what the
language or sentiments of resolutions presented
from the slave Stales, they are received with profounddeference, and ordered to be printed.
Vermont, presuming, as a sister State, upon a

similar reception, is repelled with words of scorn,
and, though one month ago her resolutions were

presented, to this hour the Senate has not made
up its mind whether it will print them or not!
And Northern Senators submit!
Some people of Wilmington, North Carolina,

get together, pnsR resolutions denouncing the

fanaticism of the North, in favor of Slavery, and
threatening the Union. Mr. Mangum takes occasionto submit them to the Senate, accompanyingthem with a bitter assault on the free States
and threatening war, bloody war, should they
persist in their aggressions. The Senate, overawed,graciously receives the papers, treating
them with marked respect. iiut let a Northern
Senator present a petition against the extension
of Slavery, and the Senate refuses even to enterlainthe question of its reception ! That body is
cowed by the menaces of ihe slaveholders.
"We have but to show our te<th,"said Mr.

Holme* of South Carolina, ihe other day, "and
the North is frightened." Great was the exultationamong Southern members ou the 6th, in the
House when so many Northern men voted to lay
[loot's resolution on the tnble. It w is a triumph
they hud not anticipated quite so soon, not dreaming

that their threuta could accomplish so much
all at once.

The Northern People, they presume, are like
their llepresentativia They regard them as

shopkeepers tame-spirited, eaten up with the love
of gain. The Richmond II'Amj, of Virginia, commentingupon tome belligerent remarks in the
North Atnfrifiin of Philadelphia, sneers at the

grandiloqueut talk of ita editors, and coolly tells
them that they " had better stick to the counter."
Twice in Congress have menaces of bloody

c >ntlict within the Capitol been thrown out by
slavcholding members. In the Senate. Mr. Davis
of Mississippi thought the struggle, if Northern
men persisted in their sggressions, should commence" here ami now," between the Representativesof the two sections. Mr. Clinguian, in the

House, thought if the worst came to the worst,
not a quorum would he left in the Halls of Con|
gress to do business

While these brutal threats are common in
both iiousm. craven-spirited members from tbe
North are writing home letters calculated to

create a panic among their constituent* Mr
lluchinan, a sort of lobby member, never feared
l>efore for the Union: he dom now.melancholyare his foreboding* General Caas. too,
is shaken with alarm*, and. conversing with one

of the Indiana members, who baa been taken
under the special care of the South, he learns
that in the event of a dissolution of the Union,
the State of Indinna will go with the South!
Letter-writers do their share to get up a Northernpanic, and tbe newspapers in Northern cities
give currency to all kinds of fearful rumors.

The Southern men are determined, they say, to

dissolve the Union, tiny how.they have marked
off several Confederacies already.the seat of
Government for the great slim-holding Confede-

iC
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nicy is determined upon.no matter what the
North does now, Disunion must oome. One letter-wiiter goes so fur as to say that, if necessary,
six Southern Senators are prepared to vacate
their seats, to let the Wilmot Proviso pass, so

that the South may have a casus btlh.and the
Alew York Tribune gives countenance to the folly!
Will the People of the free States permit them-

selves to be imposed on by this transparent
trickery I Or, admit that all these exhibitions of
Southern wrath and determination are to be taken
in earnest.are they prepared to suocumb. and
excuse their Representatives for abandoning the
Ordinance of 1787 1 If, under intimidation, they
now giro up free territory to Slavery, of what

degradation are they incapable? What cxac-

tions will ihey not suffer, what burdens not bear?
Is there anything more that slaveholdeis can ask,
except the privilege Of setting up Slavery within
the boundaries of frtt States? If prepared to do

and suffer all the Slave Power demands, we hope
they will say so, in some authentic way, so as to

enable Congress to come to a speedy settlement
of the controversy. Let them meet together iu
Conventions in the several States, and pass some

such resolutions as the following:
That, »s slaveholders will tolerate no Union in

which their claims to supreme power is not acknowledged,therefore, we cheerfully assent to

this claim, now and forever, provided they allow

us, without molestation, to devote ourselves to the
plough, the loom, and the anvil.

If this do not suit them, and if they really do
cherish a purpose to maintain the rights of the
majority, to keep free territory free and secure

the &*cems' wj rt in* Jrn®cj|>J0 or rreeuoro in j

I the Federal Government, we submit whether they
ought not to hold a Mass Convention of all the
friends of Liberty throughout the country,on the
1th day of July next, or earlier, at some central

point, when and where they may take into con-

sileration the proceedings of the Convention of
the Friends of Slavery, to be held at Nashville in
June next.

STATE OF WISCONSIN.
'l'he Old Line and Free Democracy have re!united in the Wisconsin Legislature, and, as the

result, we may expect the passage of the resolutionsintroduced by Mr. Gale in the Senate, on

the 17th January, when they were read twice and
ordered to be printed.
They instruct the. Senators and request the

Representatives of Wisconsin to support every
just and prudent measure for the exclusion of
sluvery from the District of Columbia, for the
entice, suppression of the slave trade on the high
seas, and wherever else Congress has jurisdiction,
and generally to relieve the Federal Gav«v&»Mvul
from all responsibility for the existence, maiute-
nnflce, or toleration 6f slavery or the traffic in
slaves; to use their influence, by direct vote or

otherwise, whenever an opportunity shall occur to

procure the application of the Ordinance of 1787
to all territory belonging to the United States; to

oppose by all legal and proper means the admissionof aDy new State into the Union, when the
laws or Constitutions thereof create or tolerate
slavery, and to use all necessary means to pro-

cure the immediate admission of the new State
of California.
On the 23d ult, these resolutions were taken

up and unanimously adopted. 4

~ZZ.OHIO.

In the Senate of Ohio, resolutions have been introducedby Mr. Lawrence of Logan, instructing
the Senators and re<jues!ing the lirpreaentatives
of that State in Congress to use all constitutional
and proper means to procure the immediate abolitionof slavery i»nd the slave trade in the District
of Columbia, ami in all places under the exclusive
jurisdiction of the Federal Government; to resist
the admission of any new State which tolerates
slavery ; to secure the passage of hii act prohibitingthe existence of slavery iu any form, in the
Territories of the United States, &c.
The probability is that strong resolutions will

be passed. The resolutions have passed the
Senate.

A SCENE I.N THE SENATE.
Last Tuesday in the Senate, during the morninghour, Mr. Hale presented the petition of severalhundred women of Dover, N. II., protesting

against the extension of slavery or ndmisslon of
any more si ve States.
The question of reception was raised, but the

usual motion to lay on the table failed. Ou this
motion, Mr. Douglas took the ground that, as the
Senate had decided to receive petitions from the
South protesting against action, he should now

vote to receive this petition from the North,
which also protested against action. There should
be one rule for both sections.
Mr Butler of South Carolina tried his hand at

putting down Mr. Hale, with what success, the
following report will show
Mr. Butler. Mr President, I have petitions to

effer. resolutions, and other matters, really requiringimmediate action ; otheiwise there would
be no necessity for ac ing upon them at all. Yet,
sir, every morning n gentleman who is in the minorityis monopolizing the whole time of the Senateby petitions, such as this, breeding mischief;
and this without rebuke, aud almost with the
countenance of those who voted for these resolutions.Can this be tolerated, tbat the time of this
Senate aud the Legislature of the United States
shall be appropriated by mischievous incendiaries
who claim the right to introduce resolutions, memorials.aud propositions of this kind to the Senate?Wh', s<r. 1 have business now that I think
ought to engHg the attention of the Senate, but
I caunot bring it before them, for every morning
that gentleman takes up the whole time. He has
the whole Senate to himself. A mere minority
comes here, and makes all this mischief, aud stands
unrebuked, so far as I can see, by the Senate. I
know, sir, this is a part of his existence. I know
that, in what I am now saying, I am giving him
the food upou which he can feed. He lives upon
mischief. It is the very food that sustains him.
I know I Hin not rebukiug him. Sir, it is mioliraItj>lrl that a miserable minority, a miachievoua incendiary,a madman, if you choose lo call him ho,
should come here and interfere with the rights of
other men upon this door.

| Amidol cries of Order! Order! he sat down
intl <med with passion |
Mr. Hale. I have a word to nay sir, to the

Senator from South f'aroHnn, [Mr. Butler ) He
say a that I live upon mischief, and that be gives
me the food I live on. If that he the case, he is
responsible lor it, aud not myself. But to be more
serious ; he is pb ased to denounce me as a miserableminority, and complains of my trespassing
upon the privileges of the Senate. I leave that
question to be decided by the communi y. who it
is that trespasses upon the time of the Senate
Sir, he will h ive to talk longer, and denounce
more, before Lc can convince me that this has
been my prerogative.

I have ' taken up the whole time of the Senate!"' Havel, sir? For two mornings, and only
two, have I presented anything of the kind since
the yeir 1850 commenced; one of them was the
other day, and the other was this morning So
far was I from saying anything to take up your
time, that I confined myself simply to stating what
the nature of the petitions w .s The talk did
not come from the " miserable minority,'' hut from
a majority. I will not apply any ndjective to
them, but J have enough at hand, that I could use

if I chose The mischief comes from a majority,
that seeks to tread down the minority.that de-
siren to make them more miserable than they
re.»lly nre. " Miserableits we are, I think the
Senator will find out that our power of speech is
not exhausted. and while we may exercise it
within the privileges of the Constitution, he will
find that it will be exercised at any and at all
hexanR
We tire uot to be frightened out of our righst

upon this floor by denunciation, or enn hy the
threat of danger personal to ourselvis. Small
and few as we are, we are not miserable cowards
that can be lightened from the assertion or the
maintenance of our rights. New Ilampahire
blood, coursing in New Hampshire veins, from
the commencement of this Government, in the
Senate, in the House of Representatives, and
upon the field of battle, has attested her rights;
and she has sons that will still vindioate those
rights ogainst all her f >es. come trktn thry mil,
how thru trill, anil whrrr thty trill She will aot he
intimidated by threats, or any language of the
sort.

|The stern emphasis with which Mr. Hale
spoke sent a thrill through the Senate, and an

attempt ut applause in the galleries, immediately

-im rr

/
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suppressed by the Vice President, showed the
sympathy of the spectators |
The petition went over, and Mr. Berrien resumedhis speech on Mr. Clay's resolutions.
In the House, the business relatinjpto the col- .

lection of the revenue wis disposed of by the
adoption of an am< ndraent, ranking specific appropriations,moved by Preston King.
The House resolved itself into Committee of

the W hole on the state of the Union, end took npthe President's message, on which Mr. Inge of
Alabama delivered a speech iu support of slaveryElBOPEAM

CORRESPONDENCE.
BirUN, Chrittwif, 1819.

To rhf Editor of th>- National Era :

You have, perhaps, had on your side of the
water a few mornings which bit your noses sharply,and made thick gloves, mutt*, and cloaks, indispensableto persons well to do in the world.
But in this city of bro id streets, set in the midi-t
of a plain which stretches f r away beyond Saint
Petersburgh, and up to the very icebergs of the
Arctic seas, we know what col 1 weather means
The thrilling breezes from the region of white
bears and eternal suow come cutting into every
individual pore of one's face and han Is, whistling
as they cut, as merrily us ice-choppers The
streets are covered with a layer of solid ice, uud
the boys go flying along on skates over the public
squares. and through the most crowded thoroughfares.Respectable, staid persons, old gentlemen
with gold-headed canes, thin-slippered,blue-nosed
spinsters wrapped up in furs, are tripping up and
falling down in every direction. As frogged shoes
are not much in use, the horses go slipping along,
and tumbling down occasionally on the pavement.
Now ntid then a brisk flurry of snow and wind
from the north makes it next to impossible to see

further than the end of one's nose. Everybody.
people too poor to be anybody are, of course, not
referred to, for poor people in Prussia are just
nobody at all.goes about so disguised in cloaks,
big shoes, and warm fur caps, as not to be recognisableby any except their tailors. All that is
visible, at this season, of a German taking his
morning walk, is a reddish heard with a huge
pipe hanging out of the middle of it This is
better than to see nothing at all; for, if you h ive
lived long enough in Europe, you cin easily infer
from the heard the political opinions of the wearer.
Is it short, stiff, and well brushed? He is a conservative,who entertains a holy horror of the
unwashed democracy. Has it taken the form of
a six-inch moustache, whose ends stand out stiff
and fiercely? He is a soldier, and one of the
pillars of the royalty Is it a ra.*>y, untrimme^
one, of two years' growth, all horrent with icicles?He is a man of dangerous political principles;a radical who, with all his fellows, seems
to have sworn a great oath to let their beards
grow so long as they may be compelled to tarry
in the Jericho of the monarchical form. The
bomb-King of Naples understands well the insurrectionarytendency of long beards, fbr his first
measure, on regaining possession of Sicily, was to
order every man to be severely punished who
should appear with a beard more than an inch
and a half long. General Van Wrangel did not

go qui'e so far, when he took nrilitary possession
of Berlin last year, as to impose a public order on
the subject, but everybody knows that he authorizedprivately the persecution of every one of the
long-bearded gentry.

Every German smokes in the streets. This is
one of the liberties conquered in 184S, which have
been left untouched by the fury of the reaction.
At or.e of the illuminations of that ever memora
ble year, a citizen stuck up in his wiudow one

light for each popular right acknowledged by the
King. The central one was immense. " This,'
said he, " is for the right to smoke where one

pleases."
But, notwithstanding the cold, the annual Fair

is thronged from one end to the other. For fourteendays before Christmas, and an many after
,

the whole length of Rro;id street, and the two
large squares north and south of the palace, are

occupied by the toy merchants, and Christmas
tree merchants, who come nobody knows where
from, and put up in a few hours a whole city of
booths of plank and canvass. These are filled
with toys of an infinite variety, both of form and
workmanship. Fverything that has ever been
devised for the delight of little people and the
annoyance of big ones, ntay be fpund here. fto
carriages are permitted to pass through the alleys
formed by the booths, except the royal oues>
which are driven through slowly, to avoid hurtinganybody. And reully, when the booths are

lighted up in the evening, and the light is reflectedfrom millions of gay and gliteriDg toys, and
the alleys are crowded with thousands of happy
parents and children, the sight might well tempt
a king. It is doubtful whether the carnival at
Rome shows anything better worth Boeing,
The Fair is not the only sign of our being in

the Christmas holydays. In twenty different
halls in the city, the most extensive preparations
have been made to r< ceive visite® Some of them
have been turned into Moorish palacesof surpassingbeauty; others into galleries of giotesque
paintings, caricaturing the well-known tutu of the
day, or their acts; others, again, represent the
clinerent elements, nuu, i>y a cnuouc arrangement
of striking productions of nature, astonish and
bewilder the beholder. Everything was to be
seen there, from the volcano actually belching
fire and lava, to whales and sea-lions. Hut in all
of them, the great attraction is the puppet-show
Punch and Judy, who are scarcely known in
America, except by reputation, arc here in the full
glory of popularity. They are, indeed, the most
comical creatures alive ; t-aying the funniest
things, walking about in the oddest manner, and
making incredible bows and gestures! The
Punch theatre is not so good for children who get
the side-ache a-laughing, but excellent for old
folks who are not too stiff to enjoy it. The merrimentof children is contagious, and I must acknowledgea deep indebtedness to Punch in the
matter of happy moments. The Germans all go,
and seem, young and old, to join in the mirth
without restraint.
This is the best season of the year for the

shops and stores. They are all crowded, for
everybody is buying something tor presents.
everybody you meet in the street is carrying
something home If ynn go musing along, intent
on gathering up it< m* for a newspaper article,
you get a poke in the ribs from the rocker of a

hobby-horse. As you sidle away, the green
branches of a Christmas-tree whip you in the
face, and knock off your hat; you recover the

unlucky beaver from under the feet of the crowd,
hut., in rising, upset tt whole (ray full of little
chocolate horses, and funny looking cows, sheep
and other animals, which hare no resemblance to

anything living, the race having probably perishedhefote the flood, and only eiistingin the fossil
and chocolate toy states. At each new mUhnp
you cry, " lfh bitief after the fashion of the
Germans The best wsy, if you are given to

abstractions, is to square yourself up against the

wall, and observe. One of the moat remarkable
things which will attract your notice is the immensegingerbread hearts carried alpng by you
These vary from the site of oven tope to that of
tea-table top*, and are destined for tbe servants
of the different bouses. The right to receive one

at Chriatmas is a principal article In the Bill of

Rights of all German housemaids
The German theory of Christmas presenta ia

wholly ditlerent from ours. All children are

taught to believe that the Saviour in hia earlier

years, and as be played with his schoolmates,

brings them. He is called the Christ-Child
Kvery family celehratee the day, and every one

has it# Christmas tree, be It never so poor. In

families of the middle and higher clam.ee. a

chamber ia eet apart, and is kept forked for a few

daya before Chrietmaa eve. The presents are

carried into this by the peraon who h-s the key,
nd ia charged with the arrangement of the decorations.Their existence is kept carefully concealedfrom the young people.
The Chriet-Chlld has a forerunner In the per»onof the Rumknecht, as he (s called here, the

name bring a corruption of the Knecbt Ruprechi *

On the Rhine, he is nailed Pelynickel In soma

Carta of the country he cornea several days before,
ut here, not uutil Christmas eve He is t dread


